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The Essence of Growth 

Teach Me: Love Unconditional Part 1 
 

The verdict came back. I was found guilty. Guilty of loving upon condition. In my vows 
both as a follower of Christ and as a wife, I had vowed to love unconditionally. My 
intentions were always just that, and I believed I was, in fact, honoring that promise. The 
only problem was, I failed to understand what I had promised to do.  
 

In my feeble mind, to love unconditionally meant to love no matter what. In sickness and 
in health. The good days and the bad days. The ups and the down. No matter what, I 
would still say “I love you”. 
  

Did you know, to love is an action? A verb. The love we will be talking about in this 3-
part series is an action word. Not a feeling, not a phrase. Love requires a decision and 
dedication to execute to the full extent of the command, love unconditionally.  
 

So, if I agreed to love no matter what, where did I go wrong? I was caught red handed 
in the act of using my love as a form of manipulation. I withheld my love when I didn’t 
get my own way, or when someone didn’t agree with me. Especially, when I felt offended, 
I used my love as leverage. Not just once, but for as far back as I dare to reflect!  
 

Maybe the silent treatment. Maybe I withheld my affection. How about the times I 
replaced the gentleness in my voice with rude and harsh tones? Or how about the times 
I felt I “deserved” better treatment so I went on strike and purposely neglected my 
responsibilities, the very ways I show my love best. Oh, how many times my love proved 
to be conditional.  
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The day I came to this realization, that I had actually never truly loved anyone 
unconditionally, I fell to my knees.  
 

Our Heavenly Father met me there. He wrapped me in His grace. He showed me where 
I was missing it and taught me the true definition of unconditional love. He taught me 
to love like Jesus.  
 

Once I understood, I recommitted to love unconditionally. We have been called to love 
like Jesus. To love unconditionally means that you must love with the same intensity, 
constantly.  
 

If you were tried and your love put to the test, would you be found guilty of loving upon 
condition? Are there ways you have used your love as leverage? Not just in your 
marriage, but in every personal relationship. At home or at work. Friends and family, 
church family. Our assignment as believers is to love everybody unconditionally.  
 

Take some time now to reflect on your love walk. I encourage you to examine yourself. 
Have you missed the mark? Maybe you, like me, never truly understood what it meant 
to love unconditionally. Talk to your Heavenly Father. Lay it at His feet. Allow Him to 
cover you in Grace and to teach you to love like Jesus. For He himself, IS love.  
 

His mercies are new every day. Every day is a new opportunity to give it your best and 
try again. As with any verb, any action, practice produces steady improvement. Be 
encouraged, greater is He who is in you. And you can do all things through Christ who 
is your strength.  
 

Love does not demand its own way... Love keeps no record of being wronged. 1 
Corinthians 13:5  
 

Let’s read 1 John 4:7-21 to gain understanding of the love the Lord expects of His 
children;  
 

Loving One Another  
 

“Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who 
loves is a child of God and knows God. But anyone who does not love does not know 
God, for God is love. God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only 
Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. This is real love—not 
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that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as a sacrifice to take away our 
sins. Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. No 
one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and His love is brought 
to full expression in us. And God has given us His Spirit as proof that we live in Him and 
He in us. Furthermore, we have seen with our own eyes and now testify that the Father 
sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. All who declare that Jesus is the Son of God 
have God living in them, and they live in God. We know how much God loves us, and we 
have put our trust in His love. God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God 
lives in them. And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid 
on the day of judgment, but we can face Him with confidence because we live like Jesus 
here in this world. Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are 
afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced His 
perfect love. We love each other because He loved us first. If someone says, “I love God,” 
but hates a fellow believer, that person is a liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, 
how can we love God, whom we cannot see? And He has given us this command: Those 
who love God must also love their fellow believers. 

Sister Leah Hockenberry 

 

The Pantry of Hope 
Matthew 25:40 “The King will reply, I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers, 

and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  

Greetings to my Freedom In Christ Church family and friends and all those who receive 
our newsletters. What a great God we serve!!! “The Pantry of Hope” wants to give a 
special thank you to our church family for all the wonderful love offerings and grocery 
girt cards brought in for “The Happy Gift Card Giving for Thanksgiving!” Praise God, 
we were able to bless seven different families! I want to tell you, church, how much 
those seven families appreciated your love and kindness! They were thankful, grateful, 
and so blessed! Thank you Jesus that we are blessed to have the most loving, caring, 
and giving church, The Freedom In Christ Church. Wow, here we are in December 2020 
already! Can you believe that? In just a few short weeks we will be celebrating 
Christmas, the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ! It’s such a very special time of the year! 
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God is so awesome! Christmas time is always a reminder to me about the vision that 
God revealed to me! One night I couldn’t sleep, I tossed and turned, tossed and turned! 
Anyone else have one of those nights? What do you do? Just get up! So that’s what I 
did, just got up! I went to the living room, sat on the sofa, and starting talking to God! 
God said: I so love the world that I gave my one and only Son that whoever believes in 
Him will not perish but have eternal life. God gave me a message not just to keep to 
myself, but to share with others as well. The message: “The gift of giving!” With 
Christmas coming up, how we get so excited about giving gifts to our loved ones. It 
has to be the perfect gift, has to be wrapped with the most beautiful wrapping paper, 
with an eye-catching bow placed on the top of the package waiting patiently for the 
time to give the gift to that special loved one. What a blessed time! God said, I gave 
you Jesus and all who call on Jesus are saved through faith and God’s grace! God said, 
I did not spare my own Son, but I gave Him up for all, how will I not also, along with 
Jesus, gracefully give you all things! Some just accept Jesus and not the rest that I 
have to offer! God showed me a huge box with the most beautiful wrapping paper and 
the most amazing bow on it! Along with Jesus I give you the most beautiful package! 
Anxious and waiting patiently to give you and everyone who belongs to Jesus Christ! 
You have to literally remove the bow, tear the paper off, remove the lid and dip into 
this package. In this package is all kinds of blessings, promises, benefits, directions for 
your life, healing, deliverance, prosperity, favor, etc. You have to keep dipping and 
dipping into this box daily, endless gifts I give to you! This package is an illustration of 
the Word of God, our Holy Bible! God wants us to keep in the Word daily. God loves a 
cheerful giver! Do you know that one of the best gifts to give yourself is the gift of 
giving, always being A NEED HUNTER! Hunting someone to bless! It doesn’t always 
mean giving money! Just smile at someone, text or call, send a card to someone! Just 
brighten someone’s day! Compliment someone, pray for someone, etc. Use the gifts 
and talents God blessed you with. On Dec 23, 2005, I stood up in front of Freedom In 
Christ Church giving my first message ever “The Gift of Giving” Thank you Jesus! That 
is what The Pantry of Hope is: Giving, loving, and caring! Thanks to our wonderful 
team members, Sister Bert, Sister Julie, Sister Loni, Sister Pat, and our newest team 
member Sister Marty! Thanks for your loving and caring hearts toward others! Thank 
you, Pastor John and Sister Leslie, for your support, love and guidance for The Pantry 
of Hope! Thank you, Freedom in Christ Church, for all the wonderful blessings you give 
to The Pantry of Hope!  

Thank you, God for The Pantry of Hope!  

Merry Christmas Everyone!  

God Bless you all!  

Love you, Sister Alma! 
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Kidz Korner 

My name is Lisa Daywalt. My family and I have been coming to Freedom In 
Christ Church for over 12 years and we absolutely love it here. Our pastor, 
Pastor John is amazing along with his lovely wife. Our children’s pastor, 
Pastor Dane, is amazing as well, along with His lovely wife and the head of 
the Children’s Nursery. It did not take long for me to find my place in this 
church and that is working with the kids. 
 
I am so thankful for the opportunities that the church has given to me. I 
started out teaching preteens and they were my world. Now I see them all 
growing up so fast into the most amazing young adults and it does my heart 
good that I was so blessed to be a big part of their lives, that they will 
always remember how loved they are and how special they are to God. I still 
have drawings and gifts they made for me and gave to me. So sentimental, I 
will treasure them always. 
 
I now have been teaching the 4- and 5-year-old children on Sunday mornings. 
Whenever God first laid this on my heart, I really did not know if I was 
enough to handle that age group, if that makes sense. Ya know, they 
deserved someone who can keep up with them, stay up-beat, and be patient 
with them. Teaching God’s Word to them is so important, could I do it so their 
tender little hearts and minds could comprehend it?? Well, I learned very 
quickly that who God calls, He will equip. He did that and more for me. I love, 
love, love these children and everything that I feared has come so easily 
for me. These little precious gifts from God are listening, even when you 
think they are not. 
 
The biggest thing that I make sure they get deep down in their hearts is just 
how special they are, and how important they are, how much God loves them 
and how they never have to worry about what time of day it is, or just 
because they may be so young, they have every right to talk to God and can 
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go talk to Him anytime they need Him. You would be surprised how much they 
are eager to learn the Word and how much they absorb and keep, Praise God. 
Children can seem so helpless to us adults and they need us so much, but I’ll 
tell you that I need these little gems more than they need me. 
 
They keep me going, they lift me up, they make my life feel so rewarding. I 
want to be there for them as long as our pastors and God will keep me there. 
The hardest part with these children for me is when, God love them, they 
graduate and move on to Pastor Dane’s class. They become a big part of me, 
and I love them so dearly with all my heart. I am proud of them, but my heart 
misses having them with me. The best thing is, God just keeps bringing more 
and more to me! 
 
Those who graduate from the nursery or, Praise God, when we get new 
children in the church, my heart wants to burst with gratefulness and 
thankfulness to have them. We all do! It is such an amazing feeling! We are 
all joyfully anticipating our church’s new building for the children. We 
will have a new class and all the room we will need for all the amazing 
children that we have, and for the harvest to come. 
 
Please know, the people in this church are filled with love for God and love 
for each other. Our pastor, Pastor John, has a true and pure pastor’s heart 
and you will be safe here. You will be loved here. Please do not think you 
have to be a certain way before you can come to church, you do not!! Come 
as you are, just like we all did when we started. You will feel the love here 
and your children will be well taken care of as you relax and take in the 
complete Holy Spirit filled Praise and Worship and Holy Spirit filled Word of 
God you will receive from our amazing pastor, Pastor John. Come expecting 
because it is life changing. 
 

Sister Lisa Daywalt 
 

Hello there brothers and sisters in Christ! When sister Leah Hockenberry 
asked me to write a short article for the newsletter, my first thought was, 
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“oh my, writing is not my thing”. So, I immediately turned to my husband and 
said, “I’m so excited, Leah asked me to write an article!”. Boy has the Holy 
Spirit brought me a long way! I have only been back in the nursery for a 
short time so I thought it may be nice to share a little about myself. 
 
I have been a member of Freedom in Christ church since 2013. The first time I 
came as a visitor with my husband, I immediately knew that though I had a 
great church, Freedom in Christ was my new home. I have been working with 
children since 2010 and have worked with children from infant to 18 years 
of age. I have worked with children with learning disabilities as well as 
children with mental and behavioral diagnosis. I have worked in education 
and care provider positions and I am currently on my way to earning an 
associate’s degree in early childhood education. 
 
So when I was asked to transition into the nursery, I was ready to jump into 
the great plans the Lord has for me. Coming in I wanted to continue what 
sister Darlene had started and continue to build the vision the Lord placed 
on our wonderful pastor, Pastor John’s heart. It has been my pleasure and 
a blessing to be a part of the team. Children can do mighty things through 
Christ, just look at David! So we strive to challenge our children and work 
with parents to help them grow in Christ, socially, academically, and 
physically.  Every class, the children start with social skills during free 
time then move to praise and worship songs and dance followed by 
watching a bible story, talk about the story, and occasionally participate 
in an activity centered around the story. 
 
 After our lesson, we do our silly dancing songs to help us strengthen our 
motor skills and listening skills. We do a bathroom run every thirty minutes 
so depending on how much time is left we have a variety of games we play 
or go outside if the weather permits! In the nursery our goal is to provide a 
high-quality environment that is safe, overflowing with Godly love, and to 
help our children develop a relationship with our Heavenly Father! The 
more relationships our children build the more likely they are to stay. We 
have an amazing team that trains throughout the year to continue to 
better our care. That being said, there is never too many! I would like to 
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invite anyone who has ever thought about being a part of the children’s 
ministry to come check out our programs! You will be amazed at what these 
beautiful children are capable of! Even if you may not be familiar with 
working with children there are numerous ways to support our programs. 
If it is on your hearts to visit or support our classes please contact Pastor 
Dane or myself! Thanks, you for all of your prayers and support! 

 

As Freedom In Christ Church continues to grow, so does Kidz Igniting, praise 
the Lord! We are building a team of Support Staff for both Kidz Igniting and 
our Baby Sparkz. If you are interested in joining this incredible team, 
contact Pastor Dane or Sister Inayah. 

Blessings – Sister Inayah Pogue 
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Test Your Christmas Knowledge  
1. How many miles did Mary and Joseph have to travel to get to 

Bethlehem?  

2. Who appeared to tell Mary she was with child?  

3. What does the name Immanuel mean? 

 

Ways to give: 
PayPal @ freedominchristchurch@yahoo.com 

Mail @ 4042 Sycamore Grove Road Chambersburg, PA 17202 

Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in 
full–pressed down, shaken together to make room for 

more, running over, and poured into your lap. The amount 
you give will determine the amount you get back. Luke 6:38 
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Upcoming events 
Christmas program 

Dec 27th morning service at 10AM 

Invite your family and friends 

 

Pantry of Hope 

Food and loose change Sunday 

First Sunday of every month 

 

Sister Lisa Pogue will bring the Word 

January 3rd  

 
Answers  

1. 80 miles  

2. The angel Gabriel  

3. “God with Us” 

                      
 


