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The Great Illusion 
When I was a young boy, I was able to attend a small private school called Jesus Is Lord Academy. 
Some years my class consisted of me and one or two other classmates, but nonetheless I was excited 
to make friends and have the experience of getting an education. One of the unique things I 
remember about my early elementary days was that in order to buy an ice cream treat at lunch, 
students were required to recite a Bible verse. Being the young opportunist that I was, I immediately 
upon learning of the ice cream requirements began to devise a plan to game the system. One day I 
asked my grandmother, “Meme, what is the shortest verse in the Bible?” She responded by informing 
me that John 11:35 “Jesus wept” fit the bill. I was so excited to pull that bad boy out on Monday and 
enjoy a delicious ice cream sandwich! So, giddy with joy, I approached the teacher guarding the ice 
cream freezer and said, “John 11:35 Jesus wept! I’ll take an ice cream sandwich please!” With an 
outstretched hand and an ornery grin on my face I waited to receive my reward. The teacher laughed 
hysterically and told all the other teachers what I had said as they joined in laughter. I wasn’t sure 
what they were laughing at, but as long as I got my ice cream I was just fine. It was a bittersweet 
moment because as she handed me my yummy treat, she said to me, “That was clever, Dane, but 
you’re gonna have to do better next time!” Happy about the sugary goodness I was about to enjoy, 
but disappointed that my plan to game the system had been foiled, I had to find another verse that 
worked for me. 

I can’t quite remember how exactly I stumbled upon my new verse, but when I heard it, those words 
resonated within my 6-year-old soul. These were the words, Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and 
fallen short of the glory of God.” Besides the fact that the verse was easy to remember and recite, 
thus giving me an effective ice cream solution, the words themselves meant something to me. You 
see, I was what some may call a difficult child. My mind worked in ways that always landed me in 
trouble. I constantly was filled with thoughts, ideas, suggestions, and temptations to do the exact 
opposite of what I was supposed to do. I invented ways to break rules that weren’t even made yet. 
In my home and in many daycares, Sunday schools, and classrooms, many new rules were created on 
account of my ornery creativity. As you can imagine, I spent a lot of my time getting corrected, 
rebuked, redirected and punished by grownups. This cycle of behavior and consequence created a 
self-view that made me believe that I was a bad kid. All I was good for was annoying grownups and 
disrupting classrooms. But when I heard those words in Romans 3:23, “All have sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God.” I was thrown a sort of life saver. I began to look at all the people around 
me; the kids who were always well behaved, the teachers and principals, and even the adults in my 
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family and I said to myself, “Wait a minute, you’re no better than me! We have all sinned! We all 
fall short of God’s glory!” 

Looking back, I believe this was the first brick laid in my understanding of the human race and our 
relation to God Almighty. The rest of my childhood, into my teens and into my early 20’s was filled 
with rebellion, sin, and natural consequences. I fell deeper and deeper into the abyss of separation 
from God, and boy did I ever pay the price. But I always remembered in the back of my head, “For 
all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.” No matter how bad things got, I think those 
very words kept me from ending it all and completely giving up on my life. I found solace in knowing 
that every single human being was in the same boat of sin nature as me. It took me many, many 
years of trial and error, study and prayer to get the revelation that there is nothing that I can do in 
my own strength to make myself righteous. Attending religious services, attending Rhema Bible 
College, listening to Christian music, or even reading my Bible or doing devotionals could not give 
me that right standing with God that my human spirit always desired. My sin nature and my pride 
kept God’s loving arms and healing presence at an arm’s length. In my experience, I have learned 
that the position of righteousness is a gift granted to us by Jesus through His work on the cross, but 
experiencing the benefits of that righteousness only comes from a deeply intimate and love fueled 
relationship with the Father Himself. For many years, I incorrectly assumed that my practice of 
religious rituals such as saying my prayers, dutifully reading my Bible, and attending church would 
somehow attribute to myself righteousness and the benefits thereof. Instead, I have learned that 
having daily, constant conversation with my Heavenly Father, diligently seeking Him and desiring to 
know Him and become closer to Him through His Word, and by submitting to my pastor as the 
mouthpiece of God, like a helpless baby bird in the nest with my mouth open waiting to be fed and 
filled with the wisdom, love, and nature of God has brought me all the blessings of righteousness and 
more! 

Before I could truly begin the process of being transformed by the presence of God from within the 
heart of my spirit, I had to find the key that opens the door to His presence. James 4:6-8 says, “And 
He gives grace generously.” As the Scriptures say, God resists the proud but gives grace to the 
humble. So, humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come close 
to God, and God will come close to you.” Wash your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your 
loyalty is divided between God and the world.” This is one of the most important verses in the Bible. 
Without the complete acceptance of this revelation, we cannot know God. Ephesians 2:8 does not 
mince words, “God saved you by His grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it 
is a gift from God.” It took me 20 years from the moment I learned that we have all sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God to understand the eternal spiritual revelation behind this profound 
statement and what it has to do with me knowing God as Father, Friend, and Almighty Lord. The key 
that opens the door to tangibly experiencing a real relationship with God Himself is something I call 
“radical humility.” 

Radical humility is the recognition, acknowledgement, and acceptance of this one universal fact that 
is the same for all of us: I am nothing, I want nothing, I need nothing, I can do nothing without You, 
Father God. Jesus teaches us this in John 15:4-8 when He says, “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in 
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Me. I am the Vine; you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; FOR 
WITHOUT ME YOU CAN DO NOTHING. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and 
is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide 
in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By this 
My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so, you will be My disciples.” 

For without Me you can do nothing. Wow. What a liberating realization, especially when we also 
know that with God all things are possible! I can do all things, THROUGH CHRIST WHO STRENGTHENS 
ME! In Galatians 2:20, Paul boldly declares, “My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer 
I who live, but Christ lives in me. So, I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.” When James says that God generously gives grace to the humble, 
but He resists the proud, I think it’s important that we have a proper understanding of what pride 
is. Pride is anything that is not humility. Humility is, “I am nothing, I want nothing, I need nothing, I 
can do nothing without you God.” 

The title of this article is called The Great Illusion. So, what is the great illusion, you may be 
wondering. The great illusion is self-righteousness. The conscious or subconscious belief that governs 
your thoughts, words, and actions that says, “I can achieve anything of real value in my own strength 
and efforts.” The self-righteous person either knowingly or unknowingly believes that they have 
achieved right standing with God and maintain their supposed right standing with God based off of 
their works, whether it be through good deeds, posting Bible verses on Facebook, slapping a Christian 
sticker on their car, tremendous effort, or the practice of religious rituals. Doing any of those things 
without radical humility as the compass and foundational understanding that, I am nothing, I want 
nothing, I need nothing, I can do no good thing without you God, will throw you into the great illusion 
and trap you in a cycle of believing that your own natural efforts in this dark material world, wrapped 
in a body that has sin nature in its DNA can somehow achieve spiritual status and advancement that 
is only granted to us through God’s endless grace and His unconditional love for us. 

If a person does not have knowing God intimately as Father, Friend, and Almighty Lord as their 
number one priority when they do good deeds, read their Bible, attend church services, or practice 
any religious rituals, then it is easy to see that that person’s motive for doing all of those things is 
self-serving. The self-righteous person desires to acquire status through their religious goodness. The 
self-righteous person will often feel the need to go out of their way to tell you just how righteous 
they really are, usually followed by a detailed story about their righteous exploits. The self-righteous 
person will often feel the need to point out the flaws and shortcomings of all those around them. 
They will pontificate about how this person and that person isn’t very righteous because of this or 
that. Doing this almost always is done with the desire to put others down so that they can be lifted 
up themselves and be seen as more righteous than the person they are critiquing and criticizing. In 
today’s twisted culture, we often see this in the form of what has been popularly termed, virtue 
signaling. When the self-righteous person virtue signals in all of these ways, they themselves become 
their own God that they worship and look to for enhanced levels of illusory righteousness. They 
become their own God because they see their own efforts and goodness as the source of their 
righteous status that they see in the mirror and display for the public. This, my friends, is a deadly 
illusion. This illusion soothes the material conscience and stifles the spiritual condition. 
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Remember, Jesus warned us that Satan is the god of this world (emphasis on the small g). Jesus also 
warned us that Satan is the father of lies. He is the ultimate master of deception. Illusion, delusion, 
perversion, confusion, deceit, and trickery are his superpowers, and as Jesus also warned us, he uses 
them to steal, kill, and destroy the human race. It is imperative to understand that Satan has a 
cleverly crafted counterfeit for nearly everything God has to offer. We can see very clearly that 
Satan loves to mock the Lord, and it seems that these days that old devil is getting more and more 
bold. The purpose of true righteousness is not merely achieving the status of being right with God 
alone, but much deeper and eternally valuable than that! The righteousness that Jesus heroically 
gave His life for was always meant to be the launch pad into a deeply spiritual and intimate 
relationship with the Father through Christ. In Philippians 3:8 Paul drops the biggest gem of wisdom 
worth more than all the rubies and gold of the world, worth more than any mansion, car, job, degree, 
social status, popularity or number in your bank account. Paul says, “Yes, everything else is worthless 
when compared with the INFINITE VALUE OF KNOWING Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ.” This truth is your 
purpose. This union with God the Father through a relationship of love, is your Creator’s desired 
destiny for your life! You better believe that Satan will do anything to keep humans very far away 
from ever discovering this most delightful and liberating reality. You see, when a person is self-
righteous, they feel no need to seek a personal relationship with God, because Satan allows them to 
feel comfortable, accomplished, and fulfilled through their own efforts. The self-righteous person is 
almost always clueless to the reality that Satan will use them to crush the spirits of those around 
them, divide churches, cause strife and bitterness, and rob God of the glory He is due. The self-
righteous person is always more open and vulnerable to sin and misdirection than the one who has 
accepted the gracious gift of righteousness and seeks a relationship with the Father knowing full well 
that they are nothing, want nothing, need nothing, and can-do no-good thing without Him. 

In Matthew 7:16 Jesus teaches us this, “You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they 
act. Can you pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?” Remember earlier when we talked 
about Jesus saying “Abide in me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine; you are the branches. He 
who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit.” The word abide here also means, “to cling to.” 
When I think about clinging to Jesus in this example, I imagine falling off the edge of a cliff and 
clinging to the hand of Jesus for dear life. Using all of my energy to cling to Him, because I know if I 
let go, I will fall to my death. In Galatians 5 we learn what the fruits of the Spirit are, and not 
coincidentally, the very first fruit of the spirit you will see in a person who has accepted radical 
humility, clings to Jesus for dear life, and diligently seeks an intimate relationship with God, will 
always be the fruit of love. Agape love, unconditional love. The God kind of love. The kind of love 
that is patient and kind. Love that is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. Love that does not 
demand its own way. Love that is not irritable, and keeps no record of being wronged. Love that 
does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love that never gives up, 
never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance. The very first thing 
that you will notice that is missing in a self-righteous person, is that kind of love. This will be glaringly 
obvious. 



5 
 

 
4042 Sycamore Grove Rd Chambersburg, PA 17202 

Phone# (717)261-1931 
Services: Sunday @ 10AM and 6PM Wednesday @ 7PM 

Volume 13 June 2021 

God’s Word teaches us that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. What is our reward!? 
HE IS OUR REWARD! Closeness, love and devotion to our relationship with Him will cause all of who 
and what He is to transform us from the inside out, bearing all the fruits of the Spirit. The self-
righteous person will present themselves as having the fruit of the spirit in their life, but when you 
try to take a bite out of that delicious looking apple, it will be just like the decorative apples my 
grandmother used to have in a bowl on the coffee table. Fake, counterfeit, nasty. Yes, I bit into one 
before! We must lay down our old lives of sin, renounce our material desires, refuse to conform to 
the ways of the world, admit that we are nothing, want nothing, need nothing, and can do nothing 
without God. We must cling to Him, diligently seek Him and make sure our governing motive is always 
to grow ever closer to and more like our Daddy God. Any other attempts to achieve righteousness 
will land us smack dab in the middle of the great illusion of self-righteousness. It is better to be a 
downtrodden sinner living in the streets than to be fooled by the illusion of self-righteousness. Self-
righteousness is most dangerous because it tricks us into believing that we have arrived. It is the 
most subtle form of pride. Remember, God says that He resists the proud. The word resist here is 
translated to describe putting one's foot in front of a door that is trying to be opened. Imagine trying 
to run into the presence of God, and when you go to swing the door open, a giant foot blocks it from 
opening. If we are able to recognize our pride, and submit and admit to radical humility, we can 
freely walk into the throne room of His glorious presence. The self-righteous person unfortunately 
doesn’t even attempt to swing that door open, because they believe that they have already achieved 
whatever is on the other side of that door. 

If we could have achieved this deeply intimate spiritual union and relationship with the Father on 
our own, then there would have been no need for Jesus to have come to Earth and die the grizzly 
death on the cross that He endured for us. Most people agree that quitting sinning is a nearly 
impossible task, especially when it comes to certain sins that have been deeply embedded into our 
habits and mindsets. That is correct, it is impossible, remember, for all have sinned and fallen short 
of the glory of God. Remember Jesus saying, “You can do nothing without Me.” Paul teaches us a life 
changing lesson in Hebrews 12:1-2 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of 
witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that 
so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.” WE DO THIS BY 
KEEPING OUR EYES ON JESUS, the champion who initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy 
awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now He is seated in the place of honor 
beside God’s throne.” Jesus made it simple enough for us when He told us what was the greatest 
commandment of all, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all 
your mind.” Those who are lost in sin and separation from God, those who are stumbling in the 
darkness though they know not what they stumble over are looking for genuine born-again children 
of God who bear the fruits of the Spirit in their lives. The fruits of the Spirit are who God is. They 
are His nature, His character, His personality, His thoughts, His emotions, His desires, and His will. 
Those children who have abandoned the idea that they can achieve any truly good thing through 
their own material efforts, and have abandoned the desire to serve themselves or lift themselves up 
in any way, and diligently seek a closer relationship with their Heavenly Father shine the brightest 
lights of all into the darkness. The self-righteous person’s light is like a mirage of a stream of water 
to those dying of thirst, but when the thirsty come close enough to drink, their mouths are full of 
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sand, and their minds are full of disappointment and disgust. Let’s let our lights shine with the 
brightest of lights! When those who are lost in darkness come for relief and deliverance, let’s give 
them what they are looking for, God Himself! 

Pastor Dane Pogue 

 

Uncertain Times 
If you have looked at social media, watched a little TV, or even listened to the everyday 
conversation around you, everyone is talking about uncertain times. As believers, do we 
entertain the idea that these are uncertain times? We as Christians have been living in an 
uncertain time for decades or even millenniums. We wait for the glorious returning of our 
Savior who loves us and gives us His bountiful grace. Uncertain times don’t have to be fearful 
or uncertain. We joyfully wait for that day when we will be reunited with our loved ones and 
sin will no longer be in or around us. We will be made perfect.  

Scripture tells us in Psalms 55:22; “Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you; He 
will never let the righteous be shaken” 

Do we truly believe this? If we do, then where are the uncertain times the world is telling us 
about? God has equipped us for such a time as this! Philippians 2:10 says “For we are God’s 
handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared for us in advance 
for us to do” (NIV) 

So, He has already prepared a time for us to step out and share His great love. We should 
consider it an honor to be living in these last days. God has given us an opportunity to share 
the love that He has for His Son and for us. John 3:16 says “For God so loved the world that 
He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.”  Look at verse 17! It’s one of my favorites, “For God did not send his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but to save the world through him." ... (KJV)  

 For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through  

Him might be saved." This is incredible news! We are equipped and have this incredible gift 
just waiting to be shared with others. Just as Esther was called for such a time as this, we 
are all called for such a time as this. Do we live in an uncertain world? Yes and no, but the 
only thing that we are uncertain of is the day and the hour in which Jesus returns. Mathew 
24:36 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father.”  
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I don’t listen anymore to the news or social media when they talk about uncertain times. 
When I hear it, I am reminded of how glorious it will be when the Lord comes back for us! It 
won’t be long. Each of us has a talent and a gift from God to share. Show the world the love 
so freely offered. We don’t live in uncertain times in God’s eyes. We have a promise of the 
best is yet to come!  

Sister Kim Brunk 

  

Humbly Yours 
When we think about our time here on earth, how we are to spend our time and the assignment we 
are given while we await the return of our Lord Jesus Christ, one word comes to mind. Servitude. 
The Bible tells us that we are to serve the Lord our God with all our heart, all our soul and all our 
mind. Serving the Lord is to love His people, to love His children and to love the lost. Nothing else 
truly matters. A willing heart is met with a call. The house of the Lord is where we gather as a family 
to sit together and to dine together, drinking in the presence of our heavenly Father as the body of 
Christ. As our pastor has often said, the church is just a building, without its members it would just 
be an empty structure. The responsibility of the inner workings of the church falls in the hands of 
every willing servant of the Lord. When we choose to humbly serve the church, we serve our brothers 
and sisters, our pastors, our children, and every lost soul that comes through those doors looking for 
a home. We have a great responsibility and calling to serve the body of Christ and no job is too big 
or too small to those who have given themselves over to the Lord’s lead. Our sister, Ruth Hain, was 
a perfect example of what it looks like to be a humble servant. She served Freedom In Christ Church 
faithfully and humbly until her last breath. What an inspiring example of a willing heart met with a 
call. May we all take note of the living example we were so blessed to have as our sister in Christ. 
She was blessed and highly favored. She knew the peace of the Lord and lived out all of the promises 
and in her rewards for her obedience every day of her life here on earth. She not only read the Word, 
she lived it. She has inspired me to ask, “Lord, what can I do for my church?” to which He replied, 
“love My people”. I want to encourage you to ask the same as you read about the way Sister Ruth 
has touched so many lives.  

Sister Ruth Hain will always have a special place in our hearts at Freedom In Christ Church. For 16 
years she faithfully served and has meant so much to many people. We know she is with her Lord and 
Savior now. We, her church family, will carry on fulfilling our God given destiny.  

-Pastor John Pogue 

Our dear Sister Ruth will be missed by every single person she ever came in contact with. We find 
joy in knowing that our beloved sister is free from her material body and this material world. I will 
always remember her heart of servanthood, love, and devotion to our church, her brothers and sisters 
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in Christ, and our pastor. Her love for the Lord never wavered. After her husband passed away, Ruth 
held her head high, always showing stoic strength, and threw herself into serving her church and her 
God. Sister Ruth always did the jobs that most don’t want to do. She faithfully cleaned the church 
until she was physically incapable to do it anymore. She came in early every service and made sure 
the Worship Team and the pastor had fresh cups of water. She stood at the door of our church and 
greeted hundreds of people with love and a smile. I will always see Ruth sitting in her usual seat, or 
walking about making sure her church was in tip top shape. We love you so much, dear sister! See 
you soon! 

-Pastor Dane Pogue 

My precious friend and sister in the Lord, Ruth Hain. You will be missed dearly by me! I could always 
count on you for a smile and a hug! You were always there for me and willing to lighten my load. The 
only thing you ever wanted to do was work for the Lord and you always said, “I’m doing it for Jesus!” 
You didn’t want credit for anything, but you definitely had a spirit of excellence about you and if 
things didn’t get quite done up to your expectations, you would start it all over and do it yourself. 
Things had to be done just right because that’s how it needed to be. I would say “there’s my cutie 
pie!” and it would put a big grin all over your face. We’ve had lots of good times together, and I just 
want to say I miss you already, but see you again… ENJOY JESUS! I LOVE YOU! 

-Sister Leslie Pogue 

I may not have had the pleasure to know Sister Ruth as long as others, but I was blessed enough to 
meet her in 2014. Every year I got to know her better and I grew more and more impressed by her. 
She was a true woman of God and was the definition of running on the strength of the Lord! She 
came in and played ball with the kids several times a week during Summer Camp and cleaned the 
entire church every week! I found myself saying “I pray I am as full of the Lord as Sister Ruth when I 
get to be her age!” She was a true inspiration and sign of servanthood. Though she will be missed, I 
have peace that she is released from this world and enjoying eternity.  

-Sister Inayah Pogue 

Sister Ruth was a great prayer warrior for God. As a church we were blessed to have her, especially 
on my part. She always inspired me in many ways. Every time I sang at church, she always uplifted 
me with her kind words and always said to me that the song I sang always related to Pastor John’s 
message. She inspired me to be like her, especially to be a prayer warrior for God and to be a light 
in the dark world. The last time I visited her in the nursing home where she was staying, on my way 
there, the Lord talked to me and told me to pray for her and I almost did not do it because the devil 
put some bad thoughts in my head. But the Lord said to me that it doesn’t matter how short or long 
my prayer for her is as long as it comes from my heart and the Holy Spirit will do the rest. So I did 
pray for her and she prayed for me, too. That was a very sweet moment and I treasure those 
memories in my heart. I love her heart and she was truly a great servant of God. I will forever miss 
her. 

-Sister Cenona Wisocki 
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Ruth was a special lady and friend. I will always cherish the memory of us going on a bus trip to a 
Sight and Sound play, “Jesus”. She was always there when I needed her. If it was not for Jesus and 
Ruth, I do not think I would have made it through some very difficult times in my life. I look forward 
to being reunited with her someday. 

-Sister Kelly Penninsger  

Sister Ruth epitomized non-judgmental, Godly love. Whether she was greeting a long-time sibling in 
Christ or a first-time visitor, the energy was always the same. Her greeting said, “our God loves you 
right now, right here, so I do, too.” Whether you came carefully coiffed and dressed like it’s for 
Easter or showed up in your work jeans and steel-toes… It didn’t matter. Same love, same welcome, 
same acceptance. You could look in her eyes and see Christ. Thank you, beloved sister, for your 
unflagging service to our church family and our Lord. 

-Sister Margie Pierre 

In 2012 I’d been wanting to come (to FICC), but I kept putting it off. I chose to come for a Wednesday 
night service, knowing there wouldn’t be a lot of people there. Anyways, I walked down the aisle 
looking left and right for a seat, there were many back then for a Wednesday night service. I finally 
decided to sit in a seat to the left, not knowing I was sitting in front of the sweetest and most 
beautiful lady I could have been introduced to in my whole life. Sister Ruth got up and came to where 
I was sitting and said hello and told me her name. She welcomed me to the church and actually made 
me feel at ease, which meant a lot to me. She invited me to sit with her. She had such a way about 
her, I began to love her right away. So then when she became a door greeter, I always instead of just 
shaking her hand and greeting her, I would stop and talk to her every chance I could when no one 
else was behind me waiting. I had many conversations with her and I loved the talks we had with 
each other. Sister Ruth, you will be missed so much. Everyone loved you. You certainly were the real 
deal. R.I.P. Sister Ruth, I will keep you in my heart forever.  

-Sister Paulette Zeger 

My husband Brooks and I started attending Freedom In Christ Church in 2011, right after a trying time 
in our lives. We were broken - to put it simply. When we first walked in the doors, Ruth was the first 
one to welcome us to the church. And every time we attended after, she always came up and said 
hello. I did not know her very well, only of her, from my mother-in-law, Linda Barnes and my 
husband’s best friend, Jerry Smith. Both of them had always said kind things about her. The main 
thing I wanted to share was when I was pregnant with Gabriel in 2017, she would always come up to 
me and talk to me about the baby in church. After moving into a house in Nicholson Square, while 
walking we realized we live in the same neighborhood as her. In conversation I mentioned I had a 
baby shower coming up and she was welcome to attend. A week or two later, I received a card from 
her in the mail saying she would not be able to attend the baby shower but she put a $50 gift card 
in the card to Target. My heart was super touched by this, she added a sweet note about buying 
something special for the baby from her. At the time, I forgot what it was, but it paid for the exact 
right baby item that we needed and didn’t have the cash for at the moment. Her gift card was the 
last piece to the puzzle to putting the nursery together. It was so sweet. After having Judah, my 
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second child, despite not being to church in a while, Ruth somehow found out about the baby. And 
yet again another gift card arrived in the mail with a gift card to Target and congratulations. I always 
thought that she was such a sweet, caring kind of woman to give to a family she barely knew. When 
I think of her, my heart smiles. She was a wonderful woman! She will be missed. 

-Sister Dora Barnes  

Sister Ruth was a wonderful example of how a Christian should be. I have always noticed what a hard 
worker she was for the Lord and how much she cared for her church and church family. So many have 
been so blessed because of her. My most precious memories are of her greeting when we would walk 
into the church. Always with a welcoming hug and a smile. When COVID hit, she would still sit in her 
seat and turn around to greet me and my family with a smile. The most precious thing was when she 
would see my grandchildren and she would make an extra effort to make them know how special 
they were to her. Her eyes would light up when they saw her and they loved that so much. We will 
miss Sister Ruth and we will always be so thankful that we were so blessed to have her as our sister 
in Christ. Until we meet again, I’m sure my mom did back flips when she saw you coming. Enjoy your 
rewards in Heaven, Sister. 

-Sister Lisa Daywalt 

Sister Ruth was a woman of strong godly convictions and the greatest one that touched me the most 
is one that I honor myself and be humble. She was called by God a long time ago to do His work and 
without question, she took on everything that was asked of her without any thought of whether she 
could do it. She knew that if God asked her, He would supply everything she needed to accomplish 
all that was asked of her. This never caused her to think of herself greater or better than anyone 
else. She walked in her own quiet world, doing everything without notice to herself. She honored 
God in ALL that she did, letting everyone know it was for Him and not her. I enjoyed walking and 
talking with her as she spent some of her time with me, as she walked with God, and as we did what 
God called us to do in the nursing homes. I know and believe that many lives were changed for Jesus 
in the course of her life. I am happy and honored to have walked in this life with her and learn from 
her. Now you are with your Jesus. HALLELUJAH! One day, I’ll meet you there.  

-Sister Debbie Best 

Therefore, if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his 
love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy 
complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing 
out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking 
to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. In your relationships with one 
another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by 
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance 
as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross! Therefore, 
God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the 
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name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. -Philippians 2:1-11 

I want to show my appreciation for the pastors we have at Freedom In Christ Church. I do appreciate 
each and every one of you, starting with the Founding Pastor, Pastor George and Sister Nancy Pogue, 
and Pastor John and Sister Leslie Pogue, and Pastor Dane and Sister Inayah Pogue. Each one of you 
are unique in the ministry of the Word of God. This church is blessed to have a team of pastors like 
we have. You are truly dedicated to the work of the Lord; you want to get the Word out to save 
souls. I am blessed to be a part of this church. I thank God and pray for each one of you, every day, 
for you and your spouse. May God richly bless you, each one of you.  

Psalms 34:8 “O taste and see that LORD is good” 

Praise the Lord, amen. 

Sister Ruth Hain 

In loving memory of our dear sister in Christ 

September 20, 1935 - June 7, 2021 

 

It is our greatest pleasure to announce, in honor of our dear sister, Ruth Hain, 
Freedom in Christ Church will be naming our new building  

"The Ruth Hain Fellowship Center" 
Build for His Glory- Psalm 127:1 Except the Lord build the house, they labor in 

vain that build it. 
 

Ways to give: 
Stop at the church and give in person 

PayPal @ freedominchristchurch@yahoo.com 

Mail @ 4042 Sycamore Grove Road Chambersburg, PA 17202 

Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full–pressed 
down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured 

into your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount you get back. 
Luke 6:38 
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Upcoming events 
 

Pantry of Hope 
Food and loose change Sunday 

First Sunday of every month 
 

First Friday Fellowship 
July 2nd    7 – 8:30pm 

Speakers 

Men:  Brother Jeff Barnes 

Women: Sister Belinda Van Scyoc 

June picnic 
In the memory of Sister Ruth Hain 

June 27th service starts at 10am 

You are welcome to bring a hot or cold dish to share 

 

                      


